CILANCTONBURY  RURaL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


IO5 Bulkington  Avenue, 
Vfor thing. 

June  1943* 


Gentlemen, 

Annual  Report  1942. 

Acting  on  instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  K 
reports  should  again  he  confined  to  essential  and  urgent  matters 
which  affected  the  public  health  during  the  year,  especially  any 
matters  arising  from  or  connected  with  the  war , outbreaks  of 
infectious  disease,  together  with  any  exceptional  administrative 
measures  taken  or  recommended  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I 
beg  to  make  the  following  observations. 


Statistics  1942 . 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

population 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

po pulation 

Infantile  Ivfortality  Rate 
per-  1,000  births 


Chanctonbury  England 


& Wales 

17.2 

15,8 

14.2 

11.6 

36 

49 

Evacuation . 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  l62  adult  evacuees,  142 
accompanied  evacuee  children  and  2^8 ‘ unaccompanied  children  in  the 
district.  During  the  year  59  evacuee  children  received  treatment 
at  the  Sick  Bay,  Storrington. 

Infectious  Disease . 

During  the  year  the  following  cases  of  infectious  disease 
Vi/ere  notified^ 


Scarlet  Fever 
Pneumonia 
Tuberculosis 
Measle  s 

Wb.ooping  Cough 
Erysipe las 

Diphtheria  Immunisation . 

Diphtheria  immunisation  has  again  been  carried  out  during 
the  year  by  the  County  Council.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  position 
was  as  follows; 

75*8%  of  children  of  school  age  had  been  immunised. 

45.9%  of  children  under  school  age  had  been  immunised. 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  v/as  notified  in  the  district 
during  the  year. 

Scabies . 

During  the  year  I09  cases  of  Scabies  were  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Health  Department,  namely; 


No .notified 

23(11  in  1941) 
5(11  •’  ) 
14(17  ” ) 

60 

24 

3 


No .of  deaths . 
0 
15 

9 

0 

0 
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34  adults 

65  school  children 
10  children  under  school  age. 

Treatment  was  carried  out,  with  satisfactory  results,  by 
the  following  methods; 


Sulphur  Ointment  8 cases 

Benzyl  Benzoate  97  " 

Temosol  4 ” 


Clothes  and  bedding  were  disinfected  by  washing  or  hot 

ironing . 

Housing . 


There  were  no  new  houses  built  during  1942. 

Total  no «of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects (under  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Acts)  ...  227 

No .of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  f,.  123O 

No. of  dv\felling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  and  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 

habitation.  ...  Nil 


Bacteriological  Samples  of  Milk . 

No .of  samples  No. complying  No .failing  to 

taken. 


Tuberculin  Tested  3 

Accredited  29 

Ordinary  62 

Where  the  results  are  unsatisfactory,  appropriate  action 

is  taken. 


with  standard 


comply  with 
standard . 


16 

29 


13 

33 


Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken  by 
the  County  Council (who  are  the  administrative  Authority  for  these 
Acts)  and  the  results  of  ej<'amination; 


New  Milk 
Margarine 
Lard 
Jam 


No .analysed 

13 

2 

2 

1 


Genuine 


Otherv/ise  . 


The  average  content  of  the 
was  as  follows: 


Fat. 

3-98% 


samples  of  New  Milk  analysed 

Solids  not  Fat.  Total  Solids 

8.90%  12.88% 


Water . 


Regular  routine  samples  of  v/ater  from  the  public  supplies 
at  Steyning,  Storrington,  Nutbourne,  Smock  Alley  and  Washington, 
and  from  the  private  supplies  at  North  Stoke,  Feeding  and  V/iston, 
were  taken  during  the  year  and  proved  generally  satisfactory. 

With  regard  to  the  supplies  from  Nutbourne,  Smock  Alley 
and  Washington,  the  rav/  v/ater  in  the  boreholes  contains  free  carbon 
dioxide  and  a certain  amount  of  iron  v/hich  remains  in  solution  so 
long  as  some  of  the  carbon  dioxide  is  not  released  from  the  water  as 
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the  result  of  the  relief  of  pressure  on  the  water  v/hen  it  reaches 
the  surface.  At  the  present  time  the  iron  content  of  the  Nut bourne 
supply  is  0.035  pj'rts  per  100, 000, of  the  Washington  supply  O.O25 
parts  per  100,000,  and  of  Smock  Alley  O.07  parts  per  100,000. 
Unfortunately,  however,  the  presence  of  carbon  dioxide  in  the 
water  makes  the  water  act  in  a corrosive  manner  towards  metal  pipes 
v/ith  the  result  that,  as  the  water  travels  through  the  pipes,  it 
corrodes  them  and  takes  some  extra  iron  into  solution  and  suspension. 
The  raw  water  analyses  show  that  about  0.04  parts  of  iron  per 
100,000  are  initially  present,  whereas  0.35  parts  per  100,000  hrve 
been  found  in  the  water  delivered  to  consumers  at  some  points; 
in  other  words,  the  iron  content  has  increased  by  9 times.  This 
gives  rise  to  a deposit  in  the  pipes  v/hich  causes  the  water  to  be 
turbid,  and  to  smell  and  t^iste  unpleasant.  Numerous  complaints 
have  arisen  and  I feel  that  these  are  so  justifiable  that  a rather 
acute  public  health  problem  has  arisen  which  demands  immediate 
treatment  as  asked  for  at  the  public  inquiry  in  1939* 

Sanitary  Inspect ion. 

I have  had  complete  reports  from  the  Sanitary  Inspectors, 

Ivir .Brockv/ay  and  tlr.Burrov/s  as  in  former  years,  but  as  these  are 
not  required  I do  not  think  it  necessary  to  amplify  any  further, 
beyond  stating  that  Mr. Brockway  v^^ade  4383  inspections  as  compared 
with  4686  the  previous  year.  In  addition,  Mr. Brockway  is 
Sub-Controller  A.R.P.,Chief  Billeting  Off ic er , Chief  Warden  and 
Chief  Fire  Guard  Officer,  and  similarly  he  shows  that  enthusiasm 
and  practical  handling  of  all  the  calls  made  upon  him  characteristic 
of  all  his  work.  Mr. Burrows  made  I80  inspections  in  connection 
with  buildings,  as  compared  with  I66  the  previous  year  and  also 
1199  inspections  at  Council  Houses. 

Records . 


All  records,  including  statistics  supplied  by  the 
Registrar  General  are  being  carefully  preserved  in  order  that  after 
the  termination  of  the  war  a report  can  be  made  dealing  more  fully 
with  the  period  from  the  beginning  of  1939  to  the  end  of  the  last 
complete  year,  so  that  annual  records  may,  as  far  as  practicable, 
be  continuous  and  complete. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.H.  WILSHAW. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Chanctonbury  Rural  District  Council. 
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